


We pursue research and teaching that addresses large-scale 
social problems. Our work both explains and exposes the origins 
of unjust policies and issues such as social inequity, poverty, or 
corruption and identi�es paths to improve them.  Our conception 
of “political” is much broader than traditional political science 
departments. Our work encompasses: 

�t�� Subnational, local, and urban politics

�t�� Social movements

�t�� Global security issues, including defense and migration

�t�� Environmental politics

�t�� Public policy, including social policy and defense policy

�t�� Politics of economic development

�t�� Politics and history

OUR WORK

OUR GOALSOUR MISSION 
Citizens who think critically and are engaged in governance are necessary for a viable and 
functioning democracy. Simply voting is not enough. At UC Santa Cruz, we focus on how  
to enable a more just, more inclusive, and more equitable society. We focus on how 
and why policies are created and sustained. We equip students to ask the big questions, 
examine the bases of complex and entrenched policy structures, and take action towards 
tangible change.

POLITICS BY 
THE NUMBERS

�t�� Support student �eldwork 
To fully understand how politics is conducted, students  
need to be exposed to political venues such as University  
of California’s program in Washington D.C. and other  
�eld-based internships.

�t�� Create an endowment to fund faculty and  
graduate student research 
In a time of decreasing funding, it is essential that both 
faculty and students have the opportunity and the necessary 
time to conduct their research. 

�t�� Enhance the Ph.D. program 
Greater �nancial support for students will attract highly 
quali�ed applicants and enable students to progress more 

quickly through the program.   

�t�� Attract funding for the proposed John H. Schaar 
Endowed Chair in Politics 
The appointment of a nationally known scholar to this chair, or 
another endowed chair in politics, will enhance the reputation 
and visibility of the department. 
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In order to increase our visibility, recognition, and impact, we are focused on these  
speci�c goals:


